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interior of the continent is bitterly cold. They cross the sea and bring some rain with them to Japan. The summer winds blow inwards from the sea and are therefore wet; they bring much rain to Japan. There is rain enough in every part of the country to support the growth of trees, but the kind of forest depends on the
RICE  FIELDS  IN   JAPAN.
temperature   and  the  most  luxuriant  forests are in the warmer south.
The mountains occupy so much of the surface of Japan that there is little room left where men can work and live. Only about one-sixth of the country is suitable for farming, and yet farming is the chief industry. The Japanese have made the very best possible use of all the